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THE FERTILE CRESCENT

Direclions: Read the {(Ollowing tex!, annolale as you read and then
respond 10 he lext dependent questions. While you read, you wiill be
annolaling your lexl. You will HIGHLIGHT main ideas thal you come
across and You wiill (RCLE anylhing Hhat you'd like o furlinetr researcih oF
have a question aboul.

Mesopolamia was on the culting ed?e of fechnology when it
came fo en%ineering their irrigation sysiems. They pui cii‘q walls,
temples, and dug cdnals to allow waler to come into their fiélds.
These were sonie of the HRSIT engineering projects in history!

The word Mesopotamia is Greek for “The land between fwo
rivers”. These two rivers that were irrigai’ed to bring waler to the
farm fields were the ligris River and the buphrales aiver. The
ancient Mesopolamians had fo fight for access fo their waler as
t heggadk’m constantly deal with flooding and shif'ting of the
riverbanks.

Irrigation candls were created by digging a gap in |
the embankment of the rivers and then closing Them
by g!acing mud in the gaps. Some of these
eribankments can sfilbe seen foday

There were Sumerian laws thatl acludlly diclated that farmers
had fo keep the basins and canals free and clear of debris fo
facilitale the free flow of waler. This was parficularly important
during fimes of flooding, which happened quite of fei along he barks

of the ligris and buphrdles.

The population of Mesopotamia began to decline when sall
became part of the soil and affected the growth of crops. In 1258,

the Mongols conquered the area and virtudlly destroyed the irrigation systems.



