Exploding the Moment 
Show vs. Tell 

Step 1: Think about moments in your life that lasted between 30 seconds and 2 minutes. Choose a moment you remember vividly. Close your eyes and put yourself back in that moment. Play that moment in your mind. 
Step 2: In the box below, write that moment as if you want your reader to be there with you. Keep the following in mind as you write. 
1. WRITERS’S BINOCULARS: use your own five senses to focus on the small details. Make them as clear and descriptive as possible! 
2. SNAPSHOTS: SHOW do not TELL – paint a picture, freeze an image with your words. Try using a simile or metaphor to create your image. 
3. THOUGHT-SHOTS: TELL don’t SHOW – share your inner thoughts and feelings do not just give them to us! 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Step 3: If struggling, use the graphic organizer on sensory details to help you! 
	EXPLODE YOUR MOMENT: 









Or, explode the following moment: “I walked into McDonals and it was very busy” 
	











