Mood and Tone Practice 
Monday 10/25

	Directions: 
1. Read the following examples, most from short stories we have read this year and determine the mood or tone! 
2. Highlight words that helped you to determine the mood or tone. 




1. Excerpt from “Thank You, M’am”: 
“The woman said, “Um-hum! You thought I was going to say but, didn’t you? You thought I was going to say, but I didn’t snatch people’s pocketbooks. Well, I wasn’t going to say that.” Pause. Silence. “I have done things, too, which I would not tell you, son—neither tell God, if he didn’t already know.” 

Tone: 

2. Excerpt from “Lamb to the Slaughter”:
“Now and again she would glance up at the clock, but without anxiety, merely to please herself with the thought that each minute gone by made it nearer the time when he would come. There was a slow smiling air about her, and about everything she did. The drop of a head as she bent over her sewing was curiously tranquil.”

	Mood: 

3. Excerpt from “Lamb to the Slaughter” 
“And as he spoke, he did an unusual thing. He lifted his glass and drained it in one swallow although there was still half of it, at least half of it left.. She wasn’t really watching him, but she knew what he had done because she heard the ice cubes falling back against the bottom of the empty glass when he lowered his 35 arm. He paused a moment, leaning forward in the chair, then he got up and went slowly over to fetch himself another.”

Mood: 

4. Excerpt from “Lamb to the Slaughter” 
“’Personally, I think it’s right here on the premises.’
‘Probably right under our very noses. What you think, Jack?’
 And in the other room, Mary Maloney began to giggle.”

Tone: 


5. Excerpt from “The Landlady” 
He put out a hand and touched it gently on the top of its back. The back was hard and cold, and when he pushed the hair to one side with his fingers, he could see the skin underneath, greyish-black and dry and perfectly preserved.” 
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