
 Name ____________________________ 

Çatalhöyük is an example of a Neolithic settlement currently under excavation in Turkey. Turkey is located in Southwest Asia. The Neolithic settlement existed from approximately 7500 B.C.E. to 5700 B.C.E. It is the largest and best-preserved Neolithic site found to date.

The site was first excavated by archaeologists in the 1960s. The site rapidly became famous internationally due to the large size and dense occupation of the settlement, as well as the spectacular wall paintings and other art that was uncovered inside the houses. 

Çatalhöyük was composed entirely of domestic buildings, with no obvious public buildings. The inhabitants lived in mud-brick houses that were crammed together. No footpaths or streets were used between the dwellings, which were clustered in a honeycomb-like maze. Most were accessed by holes in the ceiling, with doors reached by ladders and stairs. The rooftops were effectively streets. 

The people of Çatalhöyük buried their dead within the village. Human remains have been found in pits beneath the floors and, especially, beneath hearths, the platforms within the main rooms, and under beds. Archaeologists apply scientific tests, such as carbon dating, to analyze fossils and artifacts found at Çatalhöyük. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Please answer the following questions using complete sentences.


1. What makes Çatalhöyük an important site for historians? 




2. What is unusual about Çatalhöyük? 




3. How are archaeologists learning about Çatalhöyük? 




4. What do the buildings and the way the village was constructed say about the civilization? 




5. Why do you think the people of Çatalhöyük buried their dead within the village? 

