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“Lamb to the Slaughter” 
Court Room Project
Roles and Rules

Each person in your group gets his or her own grade and each person will be evaluated based on completed work. 

Objective

You are going to imagine that the murderer (Mrs. Mary Maloney) has been arrested and put on trial for what she has done.  You will take on the role of an attorney for this project.

You will need to pay close attention to details in the story as you read, because your job is to prove that the murderer is A) not guilty of the crime she is accused of committing because of temporary insanity, B) guilty of murder or C) not guilty of murder.


Planning for the Trial


Go back through the story looking for quotes and evidence that you can use to support your closing argument and your case for temporary insanity. You will need to gather at least three quotes from the story that support that your client was of a diminished mental capacity at the time of the crime and is no longer in that state, in order to avoid prison time, or that Mrs. Maloney is guilty of murder.
Step One
Complete the Graphic Organizer.  Find three quotes that show Mary Maloney should be considered temporarily insane and not be sent to prison for her actions, or that she is guilty of murder.

Step Two
Write your closing argument.  
It should include an INTRODUCTION, a PARAGRAPH EACH for each quote (3) and a CONCLUSION.
Your final closing argument needs to be typed, and include the names of all attorneys involved in the case (students in your group). 

Step Three
Present your case.  The JURY will decide how convincing your case is, and whether or not Mary Maloney should be convicted of murder, if she should be found not guilty, or if the charges should be dropped because of temporary insanity. 









I believe that Mary Maloney is ________________(guilty/not guilty) because__________________

______________________________________________________________________________.

 
	Graphic Organizer for “Lamb to the Slaughter” Quote Example #1 











	How does this quote support Mary Maloney’s temporary insanity/murder case? Which persuasive verbs will you use to convince the judge/jury? 

	Quote Example #2 



	How does this quote support Mary Maloney’s temporary insanity/murder case? Which persuasive verbs will you use to convince the judge/jury? 









	Quote Example #3 

	How does this quote support Mary Maloney’s temporary insanity/murder case? Which persuasive verbs will you use to convince the judge/jury? 












	.. 








Rough Draft Guide
Use this guide to write your closing argument rough draft.
I. 	Write your introductory paragraph where you introduce the basic situation of the story and present your argument.  You may use this paragraph, or write your own.
In Roald Dahl’s short story, “Lamb to the Slaughter” Mary Maloney waits for her husband to return home from a day at work. When he arrives, he delivers disturbing news to Mrs. Maloney, so disturbing that she hits her husband with a frozen leg of lamb.  Mr. Maloney dies from his injuries.  *Mary Maloney should be found (guilty/not guilty) of the crime of murder because…(add your 3 reasons here) 
II.	 Body Paragraph One
Explain your first reason why Mrs. Maloney should be found (guilty/not guilty) of murder. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Write down the quote that proves your first reason.
“______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(Dahl ___).”
Summarize your first reason why Mrs. Maloney should be found (guilty/not guilty) of murder.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

III.	Body Paragraph Two
Explain your second reason why Mrs. Maloney should be found (guilty/not guilty) of murder. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Write down the quote that proves your second reason.
“______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(Dahl ___).”
Summarize your second reason why Mrs. Maloney should be found (guilty/not guilty) of murder.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
IV.	Body Paragraph Three
Explain your first reason why Mrs. Maloney should be found (guilty/not guilty) of murder. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Write down the quote that proves y our third reason.
“______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________(Dahl ___).”
Summarize your third reason why Mrs. Maloney should be found (guilty/not guilty) of murder.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
V.	 Concluding Paragraph
Remind the jury of the main reasons why Mrs. Maloney should be found (guilty/not guilty) of murder.  Use direct, persuasive language to make a convincing case to the jury.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Reminders:
When typing your paper, use 12 or 14 font, no larger.
List the author’s last name and the page number where each quote was located
		(Dahl ___).”
This is your rough draft.  You will revise and edit before completing your final draft. 




Sentence Starter Suggestions for Closing Arguments

	The most convincing evidence that shows Mrs. Maloney’s guilt of the crime of murder is…

The most convincing evidence that shows Mrs. Maloney should be found not guilty of the crime of murder is…

	Further evidence of Mrs. Maloney’s guilt of the crime of murder is…

Further evidence that Mrs. Maloney should be found not guilty of the crime of murder is…

	Another compelling reason why my client should be found guilty of murder is…

Another compelling reason why my client should be found not guilty of the crime of murder is…

	
TRANSITION WORDS

And, in addition to, furthermore, moreover, besides,

than, too, also, both-and, another, equally important,

first, second, etc., again, further, last, finally, next,

not only-but also, as well as, in the second place,

likewise, similarly, in fact, as a result, consequently,

in the same way, for example, for instance, however,

thus, therefore, otherwise


	MORE TRANSITION WORDS

Although, at any rate, at least, still, thought, even though,

granted that, while it may be true, in spite of, of course
So that, with the result that, thus, consequently,
hence, accordingly, for this reason, therefore, so,
because, since, due to, as a result, in other words,
then, therefore, finally, consequently, thus, in short,
in conclusion, in brief, as a result, accordingly.





