“Lamb to the Slaughter”
Irony & Comprehension Questions

Directions: Using your notes on irony and the short story, please complete the following table and comprehension questions. 

Part I: Irony
	Example
	Type of Irony
	Explanation

	Because Mary is happily waiting for her husband, we expect them to get along very well when he arrives; however, they do not

	
	

	Mary hits her husband over the head with a leg of lamb

	
	

	Mary seems totally normal and happy to the store clerk, but her husband is lying dead at home

	
	

	The policemen assume a burglar entered the home and killed Patrick with a large wrench

	
	

	Mary says, “It’d be a favor to me if you’d eat it up.” (She is referring to the lamb)
	
	

	The police officer says, “Probably right under our very noses. What you think Jack?” (He is referring to the weapon while eating the lamb)

	
	



Part II: Comprehension Questions
1. What does the first paragraph of the story suggest about Mary Maloney’s relationship with her husband?
A. It’s a relationship of devotion.
B. It’s a relationship in need of a divorce.
C. It’s a relationship in need of counseling.



2. Why do you think Mary commits the crime she does?  What might have been Dahl’s reason for such a drastic action?



3. The tone created through Mary creating the first pieces of her ‘alibi’ is ________.
A. matter-of-fact
B. hostile 
C. prideful


Literary Analysis Questions
1. What is the Point of View this story is told in? 


2. How does the Point of View affect this story? 


3. What is a theme of this story? 


4. What is the main idea of this story?


5. What is the main conflict of this story? 


6. What is the message of this story?



7. [bookmark: _GoBack]How could we describe Mary? Use indirect and direct characterization to explain the type of character she is in 5-10 sentences. Us text evidence to support your answer! (Include words such as round, flat, static, dynamic). 
