Name: 
West African Kingdoms Reading Questions 

Part 1: Three Kingdoms of West Africa

TRUE OR FALSE? Read each statement and decide if it’s true or false. Give evidence from the reading to justify your answer. 

1. The West African kingdoms can credit their success to geography. 


2. Mansa Musa converted to Christianity after his pilgrimage.


3. Why was salt so much more valuable historically than it is today? 


4.Who made out the best in the salt and gold trade, the gold traders, the salt traders or the kingdom where the trades took place? Explain. 


5. How did the Sahara Desert become a source of great wealth for the West African kingdoms? 


6. Study the map. Describe the location of Mali and Ghana with relation to the Sahara Desert using geographic terms



Part 2: The Ancient Kingdom of Mali, ruled by the Lion King

How did the Mali Empire become wealthy and powerful?




How did Sundiata change Mali? Were these changes positive or negative? Explain.





How did Mansa Musa change it? Were these changes positive or negative? Explain.





Why is the Mali Empire considered “an important chapter of African history?” Use evidence from the text to support your response. (answers should be at least 5 sentences)
