Silk Road DBQ
Directions: Analyze the following documents. Answer the questions that follow each document. 
Document 1:
As Robert Clark notes in The Global Imperative, "there is no doubt that trade networks like the Silk Road made possible the flourishing and spread of ancient civilizations to something approximating a global culture of the times."  Goods, people and ideas all travelled along these long-distance routes spanning or circumventing the vast landmass of Eurasia. From earliest times, there have been three main routes, which connected China with the outside world.  These were the overland routes that stretched across Eurasia from China to the Mediterranean, known collectively as the "Silk Road"; the Spice Trade shipping routes passing from the South China Sea into the Indian Ocean and beyond, known today as the "Maritime Silk Road"; and the "Southwestern Silk Road," a network of overland passages stretching from Central China through the mountainous areas of Sichuan, Guizhou and Yunnan provinces into the eastern states of South Asia.
Source: Philip D. Curtin, Cross-Cultural Trade in World History Studies in comparative world history. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1984), 108
1. Explain what the Silk Road was and what it was used for.




Document 2:
Religious teachings traveled the Silk Road routes…  Buddhism entered the region of Southwest China by several different routes, and the three leading schools of Buddhist thought, Theravada, Mahayana, and Tibetan Buddhism all made their presence felt along different spurs of the Southwest Silk Road…  Islam began to spread more widely in the region in the 13th century with the Mongol Conquest of Southwest China, but after that point Muslim Hui merchants were able to settle in communities along the trade routes. The Mongol ruler Kublai Khan appointed Sayyid Ajali Omar Shams ud-Din, a native of Bukhara, governor-general of Yunnan, and filled other positions with high-ranking Muslim personnel.
Source: Tansen Sen, Buddhism, Diplomacy, and Trade, 239 http://www.historycooperative.org/journals/whc/6.1/anderson.html
1. Describe the importance of the Silk Road for religion.




Document 3:
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1. What geographic features are described in this this passage? How did these features affect travelers? 




Document 4: 
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1. What dangers does the author describe? 


2. Was the sea route safer than the land route? What challenges were faced by both land and sea travelers? 



[image: ]Document 5:

1. Looking at the map what can you conclude from the Silk Road?



2. How was it possible for these traders to conduct business?



3. Besides trading goods what else do you think they traded? What is the academic word for this process?
Document 6:[image: ]
1. Explain what this document is.





2.  Based on this document, do you think he was successful? Support your answer. 
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challenges on the Sea

Some travelers expected the Silk Road on the Sea to be safer
than the land route. However, these travelers still faced their
own unique sets of challenges. The following primary source is
ajournal written in Greek by an unidentified traveler. He wrote
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