The Judge’s Directions to the Jury
Directions: Read the opening lines of the play, in which the judge speaks to the members of the jury. Mark up the text using the coding techniques listed at the bottom and writing notes in the comments/margins. 

JUDGE’S VOICE....and that concludes the court’s explanation of the legal aspects of this case. And now, gentlemen of the jury, I come to my final instructions to you. Murder in the first-degree - premediated homicide - is the most serious charge tried in our criminal courts. You’ve listened to the testimony and you’ve had the law read to you and interpreted as it applies to this case. It now becomes your duty to try and separate the facts from the fancy. One man is dead. The life of another is a stake. I urge you to deliberate honestly and thoughtfully. If there is a reasonable doubt - then you must bring me a verdict of “not guilty.” If, however, there is no reasonable doubt - then you must in good conscience, find the defendant guilty. However you decide, your verdict must be unanimous. In the event you find the accused guilty, the bench will not entertain a recommendation for mercy. The death sentence is mandatory in this case. I don’t envy your job. You are faced with a grave responsibility. Thank you, gentlemen. 
Coding Key for marking up/annotating judge’s instructions 

	Yellow
	Relates to the case or trial 

	Red 
	Connects to a potential theme

	Blue
	I wonder...or I do not understand

	Green
	This is surprising! (Or interesting)





Read through the judge’s instructions again. Use context clues and/or other resources to determine the following terms. 

1. Premeditated homicide (n) - 

2. Testimony (n) 

3. Deliberate (v, not adjective) -

4. Reasonable Doubt (n) - 

5. Verdict (n)  - 

6. Unanimous (adj) - 

7. Defendant (n) 


