Van Sickle Academy 
	Writing to Text Rubric
Argumentative & Expository/Informative Writing
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	Argument -Introduction/ Claim
	· Does not relate to and or answer the prompt
· May reference knowledge of text (s)
· Written in First Person
	· Claim attempts to answer the prompt but is inaccurate or unclear
· Claim is a direct copy of prompt
· Introduction is not represented with its own paragraph (1 sentence claim)
· First person
	· Claim is a direct restatement of the prompt
· Introduction is 1-2 sentences.
· Introduction contains First Person Point of view with “I” statements
· Written in Third Person
	· Claim is present in first paragraph
· Introduction is a distinct 3 sentence paragraph with basic hook, background, and claim.
· Written in Third Person

	· Introduction is a distinct 3-4 sentence paragraph with hook, background, and claim using descriptive language.
·  Claim answers the prompt, but is not the final sentence.
· Written in Third Person

	· The introduction is a distinct 3-4 sentence paragraph that clearly outlines the forthcoming response with strong student voice and content specific vocabulary.
· The Claim clearly answers the prompt with claim as the final sentence.
· Written in Third Person

	Name It and Explain It
	· No direct evidence from the text(s)
	· At least 1 piece of direct evidence from a text
· Evidence does not support claim or writing prompt
	· Evidence does not and or does little to support the claim/prompt.
· 1-2 pieces of direct evidence (quotes) per text
	· 2 pieces of evidence per text present
· Evidence does not clearly relate back to claim/prompt
	· 3 pieces of evidence per text 
· Evidence related to claim/prompt
	· 4-5 pieces of evidence per text (quotes, data points, and or paraphrasing)
· All evidence utilized clearly supports the claim





	
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Zoom In/ Zoom Out
	· No Analysis provided as there is no evidence cited
	· Analysis of evidence is present but does not support claim
· Diction of evidence is not referenced.
	· Students restate evidence into their own words, but do not defend why the evidence supports the claims.
· Diction of evidence is referenced but not deconstructed or expanded upon.
	· Evidence is explained but not linked to claim
· Diction of evidence is deconstructed or expanded upon at least once in analysis.
	· Justifications for evidence support and reinforce claim; however, each piece is not individually justified
· Diction of evidence is deconstructed and/or expanded upon throughout analysis
· 
	· Individual justifications for each piece of evidence to directly support and reinforce your claim.
· Diction of the evidence is explicitly deconstructed and expanded upon.

	Clincher
	· Essay is not developed, therefore no conclusion is relevant 
	· No concluding statement present or 1st person expression indicating completion
	· 1 sentence
· A basic restatement of the claim using the same words.

	· 1-2 sentences
· Restatement of claim in different words.
· Restate the main points
· Concluding sentence attempts to establish an understanding of the topic.
	· 2-3 sentences
· Restatement of claim in different words
· Synthesizes main points
· Concluding sentence establishes an understanding of the topic. 
	· At least 3 sentences
· Restatement of claim in different words
· Synthesizes the main points 
· Concluding sentence explicitly states a comprehensive understanding of the topic as it relates to a real-world situation
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	Organization
	Not Applicable due to lack of writing.
	· One paragraph (5-6 sentences)
· Thoughts are difficult for reader to follow
· No transitional words or phrases used.
	· One paragraph (8-10 sentences)
· Sentences create a coherent train of thought.
· Limited use of transitional words or phrases within paragraph.
	· 2-3 paragraphs
· Paragraphs create a coherent train of thought
· Sentences flow logically from one to the other with use of transitional words and phrases. 
	· 3-5 paragraphs
· Sentences and paragraphs flow logically from one to the other with use of transitional words and phrases.
	· All required structures are in place ie. Intro, body paragraphs, conclusion
· Sentences and paragraphs flow logically from one to the other with use of a variety of transitional words and phrases.

	Spelling & Grammar
	· Sentences are formed incorrectly with no control of grammar, usage and mechanics (including capitalization and punctuation) and/or insufficient length.
	· Simplistic sentences
· Limited control of grammar, diction, and mechanics
· Simple vocabulary
	· A majority of sentences are simplistic in structure. There are a few attempts to incorporate Complex and compound sentences unsuccessfully.
· Basic control of grammar and mechanics
· Repetitive use of vocabulary
· Basic use of diction
	· A majority of sentences are simplistic in structure. There are a few attempts to incorporate Complex and compound sentences successfully.
· Exhibits moderate control of grammar and mechanics
· Variety of vocabulary used
· Moderate use of diction
	· Limited use of simplistic sentences. Frequent attempts to incorporate Complex and compound sentences successfully.
· Exhibits high-level control of grammar and mechanics 
· A variety of content specific vocabulary used accurately 
· Accurate use of diction
	· Consistent use of a variety of sentence types and structures.
· Grammar, diction, and mechanics are used efficiently
· A variety of content specific vocabulary used accurately and consistently
· Accurate and consistent use of diction
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