SAMPLE CLAIM:  Whales of today are very different from their ancient ancestors. Whales today live in the water and are adapted to swimming; however, long ago, they lived on land.
SAMPLE EVIDENCE:  Whales live in the water but have many traits that show their ancestors once lived on land. By looking at their bone structures, we can see that they still have traits from when they lived on land such as hand-like structures in their fins. They are mammals but live in the water.
SAMPLE REASONING:  Anatomical similarities and differences between whales living today and whales in the fossil record enable the reconstruction of evolutionary history and the inference of lines of evolutionary descent. Modern whales have hand-like structures in their front fins and a vestigial hip with small leg bones that can be traced back to the four-legged indohyus that walked the Earth 48 million years ago.
