Name: ____________________________
Date: ________________________
Text-Dependent Questions: Chapter One

1. What does Kurlansky say is key to the success of all life on earth? 
2. According to Kurlansky, which are the most evolved animals in the sea? 
3. What is Kurlansky saying might happen if commercial fish were to disappear?  
4. What does Kurlansky mean by, “Their disappearance would mark the beginning of a process in which evolution goes in reverse”? 
5. How old does Kurlansky say today’s small fish species are? 
6. According to Kurlansky, why would the dolphin die off very quickly once the larger, more evolved fish were gone? 
7. Why does Kurlansky suggest seabirds would die out? 
8. What two species of bird are already vanishing from the Atlantic at an alarming rate?
9. What two reasons does Kurlansky give to explain why tropical seabirds would survive?
10. Why would plankton and krill survive mass extinction?
11. How does a “red tide” effect the other animals and shellfish living in the ocean?
12. According to Kurlansky, why are jellyfish “the cockroaches of the sea”? Why are they expected to survive extinction?
13. How many species of fish and animals eat jellyfish?
14. How does a jellyfish capture its prey?
15. Why would the leatherback sea turtles be able to survive? 
16. Who would make it difficult for jellyfish and sea turtles to survive? Why?
17. Describe how the decline in seabirds would impact other animals.
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