
Name: ____________________
Date: ____________________
Text Dependent Questions: Introduction
Directions: Answer the following questions about the introduction (not to be confused with pages 5-7 of chapter one). Make sure you take the time to find evidence to support your answers within the text.
1. What is the full name of the famous book by Charles Darwin? 
2. In your own words and in no more than a couple of sentences, describe what Darwin explained in his book. 
3. What are the seven major levels or categories that plants and animals are organized into? 
4.  What class and order are humans in? 
5. What are some other mammals in that order? 
6. What family, genus, and species are we in? 
 7. According to Mark Kurlansky, what was Charles Darwin’s greatest contribution? Write your answer in your own words in no more than two sentences.  
8. Describe the process known as evolution in your own words. 
 9. Why were Charles Darwin’s ideas seen as controversial, and why do they still cause conflict now? Write your answer in your own words in no more than two sentences. 
 10. According to page xvii, how is life interconnected? 
11. On page x, according to Mark Kurlansky, who is causing the problem? 
12. According to Mark Kurlansky, how long could it take for most of the fish we commonly eat to be gone? 
13. What species of fish does that include? 
14. According to Mark Kurlansky, how did the Industrial Revolution change things? 
15. According to Mark Kurlansky, what does the survival of the planet depend on? 
16. How does Mark Kurlansky describe coral reefs?

17. What are coral reefs made up of? 
18. According to Mark Kurlansky, what three things are responsible for causing the reefs to die? 
19. According to Mark Kurlansky, about how many species of fish are known? 
20. According to Mark Kurlansky, how often is the list of fish species revised? 
21.  According to Mark Kurlansky, why are we losing species in the rainforest? 
22. According to scientists, how many animals face extinction? 
23. What are commercial fish species? 
24. According to the study by the United States government in 2002, how many of the most eaten types of fish are threatened?
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