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CONTINENTAL DRIFT CER EXEMPLAR
Wegener’s theory of continental drift is supported by the discovery of fossils of the same organisms, glacial deposits, and the same mountain ranges in different continents.  Lystosaurus fossils are found in Africa, India, and Antarctica.  Glossopteris fossils are found in South America, Africa, Australia, and Antarctica.  Mesosaurus fossils are found in South America and Africa.  Ancient mountains are found in Africa, South America, and Australia.  Evidence of glacier deposits have been found in Southern Africa, South America, India and Australia.
The evidence supports the theory that all continents were once connected differently than they are today.  Many of the fossils that could not have traveled across large bodies of ocean water are found on continents currently separated by large oceans.  Glossopteris fossils, in particular, can be found across four different continents.  As a plant, there is no way that Glossopteris fossils could have crossed such a vast ocean.  Although glaciers form in frigid environments, the location of the deposits is not in such a climate today.  In fact, this glacial evidence is found near the equator, an area that is particularly warm and humid.  Furthermore, folded mountain chains of similar age and structure can be found on parallel coasts in South America and Africa.  A review of all the evidence can lead to the conclusion that Glossopteris thrived on Earth before the continents moved into their current positions and that these glaciers and mountains existed before then too.

