Name: 
How did the Nile shape Ancient Egypt? 

Directions: Before describing how the Nile shaped ancient Egypt, we need to examine some evidence closer. Please be sure to open the reference materials in TEAMS to see each document larger/clearer. As you examine each artifact closer, be sure to answer the questions using complete sentences. These 5 sets of documents and questions are going to be the evidence you use to complete your argument- How did the Nile shape Ancient Egypt? 

Background Essay 
	1. List 3 pairs of contrasts that describe ancient Egypt.




	2. What are the 2 sources of the Nile?




	3. How did the flooding cycle provide a seasonal rhythm for the Egyptian people?




	4. Why was sand a health threat for Egyptians?






Document A
	[image: ]

	1. Why is the delta region to the north called "Lower Egypt"?




	2. What are the eastern, western, and northern boundaries of Egypt?




	3.  Given the geography of this area, do you think Egypt was vulnerable to foreign invaders? Explain your thinking.




	4. What do you notice about population distribution and settlement location in Ancient Egypt? List three or four reasons for this






Document B 
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	1. What similarities and differences do you see between the Egyptian calendar and the one we use today?



	2. Usually the flood season produced a "good Nile," just the right amount of water. What might be the consequences of a "bad Nile7'--too much or too little water?



	3. The population of Ancient Egypt was probably about one million, 95 percent of whom were farmers. According to the chart, when were farmers busiest?



	4. When would this large work force of farmers be available to work on government projects, like building palaces and tombs?



	5. How does this document help answer the question: How did the Nile River shape Ancient Egypt?







Document C
	[image: ]

	1. What is being transported by the barge (pulled by the tugboats)? 



	2. What is likely being carried by the large sailboat? 



	3. What direction are the sailboat, barge, and tugs traveling? Explain your reasoning.



	4. Drawing from evidence in the painting, what are five occupations in Egypt that depended in some way on the Nile River?



	5. How does this document help answer the question: How did the Nile River shape Ancient Egypt?






Document D
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	1. The middle panels of this tomb painting shows the deceased and his wife engaged in various activities. What kind of activities are they?



	2. What natural and manmade objects can you identify in the bottom three panels?



	3. What would disappear from this picture of paradise if the Nile weren’t present? 



	4. How does this document help answer the question: How did the Nile River shape Ancient Egypt?





Document E 
	[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]

	1. What is a hymn?




	2. According to the “Hymn to the Nile,” why do the Egyptian people praise the river?




	3. What is the one “bad” behavior of the river that is mentioned? What is the result?




	4. The famous Greek historian once wrote that “Egypt … is, so to speak, the gift of the Nile.” What did he mean and was he right?




	5. How does this document help answer the question: How did the Nile River shape Ancient Egypt?
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4. When would this large work force of farmers be available to work on government projects, like
building palaces and tombs?

5. How does this document help answer the question: How did the Nile River shape Ancient Egypt?

Document C

1. What is being transported by the barge (pulled by the tugboats)?

2. What is likely being carried by the large sailboat?
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5. How does this document help answer the question: How did the Nile River shape Ancient Egypt?
Source: Painting from the tomb of a tradesman named Sennedjem, who lived sometime between 1307 and 1196 BCE.

Note: The afterlfe of Ancient Egypt wes a paradise called the Field of Reeds, shown in this tomb painting, Those whose
heart had the correct weight at death could, after a long journey, ive in the Field of Reeds forever. The Field of
Reeds was blieved to be somewhere in the east, near the rising sun.

Document D

1. The middle panels of this tomb painting shows the deceased and his wife engaged in various
activities. What kind of activities are they?

2. What natural and manmade objects can you identify in the bottom three panels?

3. What would disappear from this picture of paradise if the Nile weren't present?

2. How does this document help answer the question: How did the Nile River shape Ancient Egypt?
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3. What would disappear from this picture of paradise if the Nile weren't present?
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