Inside Out and Back Again: “Birthday Wishes”
Poem Analysis & Text-Based Questions

	Directions: 
Read “Birthday Wishes” (pages 30–31). 
Think about the questions. 
Reread the text with the questions in mind.
 Look for details. Write your answers, using specific evidence from the text to support your thinking.



1.  In the first line of the poem, Ha says, “Wishes I keep to myself.” What can you infer about Ha’s character based on this phrase? Why would she keep these to herself? 


2. In the sixth stanza of the poem, Ha says, “Wish Mother would stop chiding me to stay calm, which makes it worse.”

A. What do you think the word chiding means in this context? 

B. What evidence from the text surrounding it helped you identify what this word meant? 


3. In stanza 8, Ha writes, “Wish Father would come home.” What two reasons does Ha give for this wish? Cite specific details from the text to support your answer




4. Ha writes of seven wishes.

A. Based on these seven wishes, and other things you know about Ha, which of the following best describes her character? Highlight the correct answer. 

 a. She selfishly wishes for things to make her happy.
 		b. She is a complex character who wishes for both childlike and serious things. 
c. Her wishes show that she wants to please others. 
d. She is unrealistic and just wishes for impossible things.


B.  Cite specific details from the text to support your answer in Question 4, Part A.







5. Prompt: Who is Ha? Based on this poem, “Birthday Wishes,” and one other poem you have read so far in the novel, describe Ha as a character: her traits, values, or beliefs. Write a paragraph in which you explain your current understanding of Ha, using specific evidence from the text of both poems to support your analysis

[bookmark: _GoBack]Be Sure To: 
· Answer the prompt completely
·  Provide relevant and complete evidence 
· • Paragraph includes the following:
·  An argument
·  At least three pieces of specific evidence from the text 
·  For each piece of evidence, an analysis or explanation: what does this evidence mean?
· A concluding sentence
