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Hammurabi’s Code: Was it just? 

Directions: Before deciding if Hammurabi’s Code was just, we need to examine the code closer. Please be sure to open the reference materials in TEAMS to see each document larger/clearer. As you examine each artifact closer, be sure to answer the questions using complete sentences. These 5 sets of documents and questions are going to be the evidence you use to complete your argument- Was Hammurabi’s Code just? 

Document A 
	[image: ]

	1. What kind of writing was used to inscribe the code on the stele?




	2. The code is divided into what three parts?




	3. From where or whom does Hammurabi get the laws?




	4. Is there any evidence in this document that can be used to argue that Hammurabi’s Code was just?




	5. Is there any evidence in this document that can be used to argue that Hammurabi’s Code was not just?








Document B
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	1. According to Hammurabi, what was his purpose for having written these laws?




	2. Who commanded Hammurabi to create this monument?




	3. What does Hammurabi threaten will happen to any future Babylonian king who does not follow these laws?




	4. Is there any evidence in this document that can be used to argue that Hammurabi’s Code was just?




	5. Is there any evidence in this document that can be used to argue that Hammurabi’s Code was not just?















Document C 
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	1. In Law 129, what does it mean to “bind them and cast them into the water?”




	2. In Law 168, what does it mean to “disinherit” a son?




	3. Two crimes document a result in physical punishment? What are those crimes? How might Hammurabi argue that the punishments were just?




	4. Hammurabi said that his code was meant to protect the weak. Is there evidence in this document that the code did so?




	5. Overall, are these laws regarding family just?













Document D
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	1. In Law 21, what is the penalty for breaking into a home?




	2. How might Hammurabi justify the harsh punishment?




	3. In Law 23, if the robber is not caught, who reimburses the victim for his or her loss?




	4. How might Hammurabi have justified reimbursing the victim?




	5. In Law 48, what is a creditor? Is Law 48 fair to creditors?




	6. Overall, are these laws regarding property just?













Document E 
	
[image: ]

	1. Examine laws 196 and 199. How do you think Hammurabi would justify the different punishments for the same crime?




	2. What is the meaning of “fruit of her womb”?




	3. How might Hammurabi argue that laws 215 and 218 were just?




	4. How could you use these laws about personal injury to argue that Hammurabi’s code was not just?




	5. Is justice absolute? This is, is a just punishment in 1800 BCE also a just punishment today? Explain your thinking. 






Directions – PART 2 
Complete the table using evidence from the documents (and background essay)- this completed table will help you decide if Hammurabi’s Code was just. (in each column should be a law number and which document you found it in)
	Evidence that the code WAS just
	Evidence that the code was NOT just 

	· 





	· [bookmark: _GoBack]
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