
​What Your Child is Learning This Quarter: Page-Turners & Big Ideas​
​Eighth Grade​
​Quarter Two​

​ELA​ ​MATH​

​Quarter 2: ELA​
​Topics - Rites of Passage & Resilience​

​Writing Task: Argumentative Essay​
​Texts:​

​●​ ​The Medicine Bag​​by Virginia Driving​
​Hawk Sneve​

​●​ ​The Banana Tree​​by James Berry​
​●​ ​From La Princesa Mileidy Dominquez​

​by Ruben Degollado​
​●​ ​The Winter Hibiscus​​by Minfong Ho​
​●​ ​The Diary of Anne Frank​​by Frances​

​Goodrich and Albert Hackett​
​●​ ​From the Acceptance Speech at the​

​Nobel Prize​​by Elie Wiesel​
​●​ ​Letter to a Young Refugee​​by Andrew​

​Lam​
​●​ ​Surviving​​by Marie Lu​

​Pacing may be subject to change​

​Key Terms​​: symbolism,​​argumentative​
​writing, nonfiction texts, perspective & point of​
​view, diction, analysis​

​Topics:​

​·​ ​Proportional Relationships​

​·​ ​Representing Linear Relationships​

​·​ ​Finding Slopes​

​·​ ​Linear Equations​

​Key terms: constant of proportionality, rate of​
​change, equation, linear relationship, slope,​
​vertical intercept (y-intercept), initial (value),​
​constant rate, horizontal intercept​
​(x-intercept), variable, set of solutions.​

​Unit 4: Linear Equations and Linear Systems​

​Topics:​

​·​ ​Linear Equations in One Variable​

​·​ ​Systems of Linear Equations​

​Key terms: distribute, solution to an equation,​
​substitute, equation, distributive property,​
​factor, like terms, terms, coefficient, constant​
​term, infinitely many solutions, linear​
​equation, systems of equations, one solution,​
​no solution, substitution.​



​Civics and Government​ ​Science​

​Topic 2: Development of United States​
​Government​

​Topics:​

​1.​ ​Colonization of the Americas/ Taino People​

​2.​ ​Events leading up to the Revolutionary War​

​3.​ ​Declaration of Independence/ Frederick​

​Douglass​

​4.​ ​Strengths and Weakness of Articles of​

​Confederation/Shay’s Rebellion​

​5.​ ​Major issues of Constitutional Convention​

​6.​ ​Compare and contrast ideas of Federalist​

​and Anti-Federalists​

​7.​ ​Summarize the Preamble of the​

​Constitution and Bill of Rights​

​Summative Assessment:​

​1.​ ​American Revolution Essay​

​2.​ ​MCAS Preparation Questions​

​3.​ ​Summarize the Constitution Preamble and​

​Bill of Rights​

​Topic 3: The institutions of United States​
​government​

​Topics:​

​1.​ ​Three Branches of Government​

​2.​ ​Roles of each Branch of Government​

​3.​ ​Checks and Balances​

​4.​ ​Process of Elections​

​5.​ ​Role of Political Parties​

​Summative Assessment:​

​1.​ ​One Page Description of Responsibilities for​

​each Branch​

​2.​ ​MCAS Preparation Questions​

​3.​ ​Three Branches of Government Project​

​4.​ ​Elections Investigation​

​We will begin our quarter learning about​​Energy,​

​Motion, and Forces​​.​​Broadly, this will be a study of​

​potential and kinetic energy. We will begin on the​

​microscopic level, learning about thermal energy​

​and heat, and conclude with Newton’s Laws of​

​Motion, with particular emphasis on the Third Law​

​(“For every action, there is an equal and opposite​

​reaction”). Then, we will move on to learning about​

​Earth’s Place in the Universe​​, with lessons on the​

​movement of planets and the observable effects of​

​Earth’s movement around the sun on the world​

​around us. Finally, we will conclude the quarter with​

​Earth’s Systems​​, where we will learn about the​

​formational processes of our planet (plate tectonics,​

​wind, and ocean currents), and our dependence on​

​renewable and nonrenewable natural resources.​

​Key Terms:​​Energy (Kinetic, Potential, Thermal),​

​Heat, Temperature, Velocity, Force, Acceleration,​

​Inertia, Mass, System, Orbit, Plate Tectonics,​

​Subduction, Convergent, Divergent, Transform,​

​Fossil Fuel, Renewable, Nonrenewable​

​Homework:​​Science is difficult. For this reason, I​
​prefer to assign work for students to work on in​
​class. That way they have direct access to me for​
​support and clarification if they struggle. However,​
​all work will be assigned digitally and will be​
​available to your child on Schoology. This means​
​that if they do not complete work in class, it must​
​be completed at home or on their own time. If your​
​child claims they have no science homework, please​
​ask to see their Schoology and check for​
​unsubmitted work.​




